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Jews on the Chocolate Trail
Stories of Jews and Cacao
by Rabbi Deborah R. Prinz

The next time you pick up a piece of chocolate, 
consider that you are partaking in an aspect of Jewish history.

Explore the surprising Jewish connections to chocolate in this gastronomic adventure through cultures, countries, 
centuries and religions. Rabbi Deborah Prinz draws from her worldly travels to enchant chocolate lovers of all 
backgrounds as she unwraps tales of Jews in the early chocolate trade and digs into how Jewish values infuse 
chocolate today. Jews, Pre-Columbians, Catholics, and Protestants also connect in Jews on the Chocolate Trail 
through an exploration of chocolate’s religious narratives and rituals. Tasty tidbits include:

• Chocolate making in seventeenth-century Amsterdam, home to the largest and wealthiest Jewish community 
of its time, was known as a special Jewish industry.

• Bayonne chocolate makers today advertise that Jews brought chocolate making to France.
• Jews pioneered chocolate in North America; successful and well-known American colonial Jewish merchants 

such as Aaron Lopez and David Gomez traded cacao and manufactured chocolate.
• Chocolate Hanukkah gelt developed from St. Nicholas customs.
• Jewish values of caring for the needy, pursuing economic justice, protecting the environment, and promoting 

sustainability feed into the chocolate businesses of today.
To book a scholar-in-residence weekend or lecture with Rabbi Prinz 

contact her at debbierprinz@gmail.com.
Visit her website at www.jews-onthechocolatetrail.org

 
Information about the book:
6 x 9, 200 pp (est), Quality PB 
ISBN 978-1-58023-487-0
$18.99 — Available 2012

□ Check enclosed for  $__________ payable to: JEWISH LIGHTS  Publishing

Charge my credit card: □ Visa   □ MasterCard   

Name on card___________________________ E-mail________________________

Billing Address:  Street_________________________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________________________________

Credit Card #_____________________________ Exp. Date________ CID#_______

Signature_________________________________ Phone _____________________

Please send to: □ Same as Above   □ Address Below:

Name_______________________________________________________________

Street_______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip_____________________________ Phone______________________

Rabbi Deborah R. Prinz, a leader in the national and regional Jewish 
community, currently serves the Central Conference of American Rabbis as 
Director or Program and Member Services. Rabbi Prinz also worked in the 
congregational rabbinate for many years. She is widely published and speaks 
on the topic of Jews and chocolate around the country.

Discount Schedule for Quantity Orders

$____ for ___ copies of Jews on the Chocolate Trail
@ $18.99 each

($____) Less discount for quantity orders
$_____ S/H (Within U.S.: Add $3.95 for the first book. 
$2.50 for each additional book. Outside U.S.: Add 
$15.00 for the first book and $7.50 for each 
additional book, via air mail insured.)
$_____ Total

Copies of the same book
3-6
7-14
14-24
25-49
50+

Discount
10%
20%
25%
30%
35%

JEWISH LIGHTS Publishing
Sunset Farm Offices, Rte. 4, P.O. Box 237, Woodstock, Vermont  05091

Tel: (802) 457-4000   !   www.jewishlights.com   !   Fax: (802) 457-4004
Orders: (800) 962-4544  (8:30AM–5:30PM EST M–F)

All orders must be prepaid.  SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.  Prices subject to change


